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PRESS RELEASE

70 Years FOBA

Seven decades dedicated to photography

This year, the Swiss company FOBA AG can look back to 70 successful years of supplying
professional photographers throughout the world with studio equipment and accessories. Several
FOBA products have acquired durable renown, for instance the modular COMBITUBE system, the
hexagonal column stands or the shadow-free acryl shooting tables. After changing hands a couple
of years ago, the company is entering a new age with the firm intention of keeping pace with the
technological changes of professional photography.

The story of FOBA begins in a time when things were not rosy. 1939, just after World War Il started in Europe,
imports of photography products such as lights or dry presses from Germany was reduced to a trickle. Walter
Friedrich, a precisions engineer, saw his chance in these troubled times. Whoever could provide these rare pieces
of equipment now would likely have it made for the next couple of years. Together with his wife, in their rented
home’s small basement, he began to manufacture commodities for professional photographers, delivering the
goods — to save on shipping costs, but also to keep up the personal contact to his customers — himself by bicycle.
He called his startup “FOBA — Fotogerate- und Elektroapparate-Bau” (Manufacturing of photographic and
electrical equipment) and also supplied, a first in Switzerland at that time, cooking plates with integrated heating
coils.

By the end of the war, Walter Friedrich knew that he had been right in his choice of business strategy and in his
persistency. With the economy looking brighter, his well-known products were more in demand than ever. There
was money to spend on new developments, for instance a column stand with vertical and horizontal displacement,
the very first of its kind in Europe (1958) ; the focusable reflector F 1000; the professional C-40 stand with push key
control; all of which went on to lasting fame among customers. And, of course, the legendary COMBITUBE system,
which today after 50 years remains the most appreciated and widely used studio aid in professional photography.

Was it the preformed acryl shooting tables, which came on the market in 1966, that required larger, more up-to-
date accommodations? New production halls and offices were built in Wettswil, close to Zurich, where the recently
(1965) incorporated FOBA AG moved in 1969. The future looked bright indeed.

The new FOBA AG

With brand new production halls and a positive, promising business situation, Walter Friedrich began to look for a
younger partner who would carry his life’s work into the next generation. This he found in 1975 in Rolf Bihrer, an
experienced toolmaker, who brought with him a feeling for quality and know-how from state-of-the-art precision
tooling, and his son. The company was now endowed with an innovative and yet sensible management team,
which carried on development but also concentrated on rational and effective manufacturing on new, numerically
controlled machines.

Soon the new hexagonal column stands, totally warp-free, came on the market (1980) . Their 24 roller bearings
made them incredibly smooth and easy to move with accuracy. This increased when, 1986, they were equipped
with graduations. In the meantime (1984) the first of FOBA's ceiling rail systems, ROOF-TRACK, made to combine
with the well-known COMBITUBE system was opening up new horizons in studio equipment.

The new CNC production plant, with its high degree of finishing precision, paved the way for the new SUPERBALL
tripod heads as of 1988. Photographers all over the world fell for the full sphere, the friction screw for movement
control, and their lovely line. And, of course, because they were wonderful at what they were supposed to do,
namely hold even large, heavy cameras exactly in place. Later, in 1993, the MINI-SUPERBALL supplied the same
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functionality for middle and small cameras, and was sold in large quantities. The range was extended to tilting
heads ASMIA (two tilting axis) and ASMIO (one tilting axis) , conceived especially for large format cameras.

During all this time, studio stands also provided potential for improvement. In 1996 FOBA unveiled the DSS —
ALPHA stand, equipped with motorized, high precision camera displacement, and a shock absorber, to avoid
damaging the delicate equipment placed on it. Over the years, accessories include trays, rotating arms and
platforms, extensions and additional weights. Today, DSS — ALPHA is still FOBA’s top product and has spawned
DSS — GAMMA and DSS — OMEGA models for lighter cameras — and budgets.

FOBA looks to the future

After some three decades, it was Rolf Blhrer's turn to look for a successor, and found him in summer 2006 in the
person of Philippe Ehrenberg, entrepreneur and graduate of the Swiss Federal School of Engineering ETH. “From
the very beginning, FOBA fascinated me, because this Swiss company offered a complete range of products for
a clearly defined customer group — and at quality levels unattained worldwide” says Philippe Ehrenberg. “I am
committed to carrying on the original intention and existing product range; at the same time, we will develop new
products to help the photographer of the digital age to work more efficiently and with less effort” .

One recent example of new developments is the CNS system, which allows photographers to use a Canon or
Nikon digital reflex camera on a sinar camera type f, p1, p2 and x.

‘FOBA is one of the leading companies on the professional photography market and number one on studio
equipment and accessories. Our goal is not only to continue on this line but to cement our position with new ideas
and products” says Philippe Ehrenberg, now owner and CEO of FOBA. “We are proud of this anniversary, proud
to be able to look back to seven successful decades. We also look forward to a future where our new concepts
and products will continue to provide professional photographers with the quality and usefulness they are used to
expect from us.”

Shriro (H.K.) Ltd. is the exclusive distributor for FOBA products in Hong Kong, Macau and China.

For more information please contact :
Hong Kong : marketing@shriro.com.hk

China : joyce.chang@shriro.com.hk
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